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As We Gather
Who is the son of David? Just like Adam and Eve and Abram and Sarai, so
also  David  received  a  promise  from God.  The  Lord’s  promise  for  King
David was that his house and kingdom would be established forever. But
this  promise seems to be in  jeopardy when David’s  son Absalom rebels
against  his own father.  In the end, however, this disobedient prince dies,
hanging from a tree. Yes, God would indeed establish David’s reign, but it
would be through Jesus, the greater Son, who is obedient to the will of His
Father in heaven. This Prince of Peace dies by hanging nailed to the tree of
the cross so we can be restored as sons and daughters of the King of kings.

[Today’s hymns are printed on pages 8-11 of the bulletin.]

T Preparation for Worship T

Hymn            TLH 387 (1-2, 4-6) – Dear Christians, One and All, Rejoice

Invocation
 

P In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.

Opening Sentences                                                    Psalm 146:3-5

P Put not your trust in princes, 
C in a son of man, in whom there is no salvation. 
P When his breath departs, he returns to the earth; 
C on that very day his plans perish. 
P Blessed is he whose help is the God of Jacob, 
C whose hope is in the LORD his God.

Confession and Absolution
P Almighty God, our heavenly Father, 
C we have sinned against You in our thoughts, in our words, in our 

deeds, and in all that we have not done. Forgive us in the name of 
our Lord Jesus Christ. Deliver and restore us, that we may rest in 
peace. 

P By the mercy of God we are redeemed by Jesus Christ, and in Him we 
are forgiven. Let us rest in His peace until the rising of the sun, when we
shall serve Him in newness of life. 

C Amen.                                
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Salutation
P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.

Prayer of the Day
P Let us pray.

Blessed are You, O Lord our God, King of the universe, who allowed 
Your only begotten Son to die on the tree of the cross that we might be 
redeemed  and  adopted  sons  and  daughters  of  the  King  of  kings.  
Enlighten our darkness by the light of Your Christ; may His Word be a 
lamp to our feet and a light to our path; for You are merciful, and You 
love Your whole creation and we, Your creatures, glorify You, Father,  
Son, and Holy Spirit.

C Amen.

Epistle Reading                                                     Ephesians 5:1-10
1 Therefore be imitators of God, as beloved children. 2 And walk in love, as
Christ loved us and gave himself up for us, a fragrant offering and sacrifice
to God. 3 But sexual immorality and all impurity or covetousness must not
even be named among you, as is proper among saints.  4 Let there be no
filthiness  nor  foolish  talk  nor  crude  joking,  which  are  out  of  place,  but
instead  let  there  be  thanksgiving.  5 For  you  may  be  sure  of  this,  that
everyone who is sexually immoral or impure, or who is covetous (that is, an
idolater), has no inheritance in the kingdom of Christ and God. 6 Let no one
deceive you with empty words, for because of these things the wrath of God
comes upon the sons of disobedience.  7 Therefore do not become partners
with them; 8 for at one time you were darkness, but now you are light in the
Lord. Walk as children of light 9 (for the fruit of light is found in all that is
good and right and true), 10 and try to discern what is pleasing to the Lord.

Psalm of the Day                                                             Psalm 110

P The LORD says to my Lord: “Sit at my right hand, 
C until I make your enemies your footstool.” 
P The LORD sends forth from Zion your mighty scepter. 
C Rule in the midst of your enemies! 
P Your people will offer themselves freely on the day of your power, in 

holy garments; 
C from the womb of the morning, the dew of your youth will be yours.
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P The LORD has sworn and will not change his mind, 
C “You are a priest forever after the order of Melchizedek.” 
P The Lord is at your right hand; 
C he will shatter kings on the day of his wrath. 
P He will execute judgment among the nations, filling them with corpses; 
C he will shatter chiefs over the wide earth. 
P He will drink from the brook by the way; 
C therefore he will lift up his head. 

Gospel Reading                                                    Matthew 22:41-46
41 Now while  the  Pharisees  were  gathered  together,  Jesus  asked them a
question, 42 saying, “What do you think about the Christ? Whose son is he?”
They said to him, “The son of David.” 43 He said to them, “How is it then
that David, in the Spirit, calls him Lord, saying,  44 “ ‘The Lord said to my
Lord, “Sit at my right hand, until I put your enemies under your feet” ’? 45 If
then David calls him Lord, how is he his son?” 46 And no one was able to
answer him a word, nor from that day did anyone dare to ask him any more
questions.

Readings Response
P In many and various ways,  God spoke to His people of old by the  

prophets.
C But now in these last days, He has spoken to us by His Son.

Confession of Faith             Luther’s Explanation to the Second Article

I believe that Jesus Christ, true God, begotten of the Father from eternity,
and also true man, born of the Virgin Mary, is my Lord.
He has redeemed me, a lost and condemned creature, purchased and won me
from all sins, from death, and from the power of the devil, not with gold or
silver but with His holy, precious blood and with His innocent suffering and
death.
All  this  He  did  that  I  should  be  His  own,  and  live  under  Him  in  His
kingdom,  and  serve  Him  in  everlasting  righteousness,  innocence,  and
blessedness, just as He has risen from death and lives and rules eternally.
This is most certainly true.

Hymn             TLH 105 (1-3, 6-8) – Praise God the Lord, Ye Sons of Men
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Sermon Text                                                        2 Samuel 18:24-33
24 Now David was sitting between the two gates, and the watchman went up
to the roof  of the  gate  by the wall,  and when he lifted up his  eyes and
looked, he saw a man running alone.  25 The watchman called out and told
the king. And the king said, “If he is alone, there is news in his mouth.” And
he drew nearer and nearer. 26 The watchman saw another man running. And
the watchman called to the gate and said, “See, another man running alone!”
The king said, “He also brings news.”  27 The watchman said, “I think the
running of the first is like the running of Ahimaaz the son of Zadok.” And
the king said,  “He is  a good man and comes with good news.”  28 Then
Ahimaaz cried out to the king, “All is well.” And he bowed before the king
with his face to the earth and said, “Blessed be the LORD your God, who
has delivered up the men who raised their hand against my lord the king.”
29 And the king said, “Is it well with the young man Absalom?” Ahimaaz
answered, “When Joab sent the king’s servant, your servant, I saw a great
commotion, but I do not know what it was.”  30 And the king said, “Turn
aside and stand here.” So he turned aside and stood still. 31 And behold, the
Cushite came, and the Cushite said, “Good news for my lord the king! For
the LORD has delivered you this day from the hand of all  who rose up
against you.” 32 The king said to the Cushite, “Is it well with the young man
Absalom?” And the Cushite answered, “May the enemies of my lord the
king and all who rise up against you for evil be like that young man.” 33 And
the king was deeply moved and went up to the chamber over the gate and
wept.  And  as  he  went,  he  said,  “O my son Absalom,  my son,  my son
Absalom! Would I had died instead of you, O Absalom, my son, my son!”

This is My Son: Absalom
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Offertory                                                                       TLH 50 st. 2

Hymn                                       TLH 62 – Oh, Come, Oh, Come, Emmanuel

General Prayer

The Lord’s Prayer
C Our  Father  who  art  in  heaven,  hallowed  be  Thy  name,  Thy  

Kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us 
this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive 
those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but 
deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and 
the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

Benediction
P The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious to you.
The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and give you peace.

C Amen.

Hymn                                                         WS 709 – God Loves Me Dearly
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Hymns and liturgical settings under copyright are used by permission through Concordia
Publishing House License #000014358 or OneLicense.net #A-729565. Scripture quotations
are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®), copyright © 2001 by
Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights
reserved.
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